
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pod 2    Sharon Luther  sluther0117@gmail.com  St. Augustine FL 32095 

Pod 2    Elizabeth Torrence eliztorren@gmail.com  Gainesville FL 32608 

Pod 3N    Yvonne Wecker  ywecker@yahoo.com  The Villages FL 32163 

Pod 3N    Sharon Weltner  sewwhat73@hotmail.com  The Villages FL 32163 

Pod 4    Sandi Makowski  sandimakowski@mac.com  Ormond Bch FL 32174 

Pod 4    Heidi Smith  hayesdavinci@yahoo.com  Eustis  FL 32726 

Pod 6    Gail Klepper  gail_960@yahoo.com  Ft. Myers FL 33905 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Margaret Knepper whose quilt “Dude!” was selected for SAQA Global 

Exhibition Camouflage by juror Lorraine Roy. This exhibition will premiere at the 2024 International 

Quilt Festival in Houston, Texas. 

 

Congratulations to Pod 3N, aka Show of Hands Art 

Quilts. Works created by the group titled “Rainforest — Lives 

Endangered,” will be traveling for a year with the Original  

Sewing and Quilting Expo. The show debuted in Lakeland in  

March and will be shown at every venue as they travel around 

the country. The display of 17 quilts features birds, lizards, 

butterflies, plants and leaves, and a snake whose lives depend,  

as our lives do, on preserving the Rainforest.  Kudos to 

all the members who created work, and especially to Kat 

Campau for her work in securing the exhibit opportunity. 
 

  

  Welcome New Members 

  

  Great News!  Way to Go! 

  

mailto:sluther0117@gmail.com
mailto:eliztorren@gmail.com
mailto:ywecker@yahoo.com
mailto:sewwhat73@hotmail.com
mailto:sandimakowski@mac.com
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mailto:gail_960@yahoo.com
https://www.saqa.com/art/exhibitions/camouflage-saqa-global-exhibition
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  

THANK YOU! 

 

I want to send a special thanks out to all of the 

SAQA FL members who help with the hanging, 

take down and hosting for the Awakening 

Exhibition at the Southwest Florida Quilters 

Guild show in Punta Gorda March 7 – 9th:  

Trish Hodge, Ellen Simon, Karen 

Stockwell, and Jann Warfield. I would like 

to especially thank Perlie Petrillo and her 

husband, Gary Maheu, who drove to Punta 

Gorda from the east coast to help hang the 

show on Thursday and stayed to help with 

greeting exhibit visitors on Friday and to my 

husband, Zenon Gluszczak, who helped with 

transport and hanging of the exhibit. 

 

The feedback from attendees was very positive.  

Many had never seen fiber art before; a few 

remarked that our Awakening exhibit was the 

best part of the entire show. 

 

As our regional exhibits move around the state 

and in some cases around multiple states, 

please keep in mind that these exhibitions are 

possible because of our SAQA FL members 

who are volunteering behind the scenes.  

When you can, please contribute your time to 

help out in some way.  It benefits all of us when 

fiber art is accepted and exhibited in galleries 

and museums.  Each venue is an opportunity to 

create increased awareness and appreciation of 

fiber art as a respected art form. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                   APRIL SAQA FL REGIONAL MEETING 

 

Our next regional meeting is scheduled via Zoom for  

Sunday, April 14, at 2 pm.  Our guest presenter will be Vicki Conley; she will be sharing 

ideas and techniques to “Make More from Your Finished Art”. 

 

Please submit your photos for our Artistic Expressions (show and share) to  

Debra Gluszczak by 6 PM, Friday, April 12 at dgluszczak@att.net     

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88163045889?pwd=V2lXeTJEa0xEb0NyMVVRT0dTSTVPQT09 

Meeting ID: 881 6304 5889   Passcode: 037287 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

  NEWS… from OUR FLA REGION REP  

                  Deb Gluszczak 

  

mailto:dgluszczak@att.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88163045889?pwd=V2lXeTJEa0xEb0NyMVVRT0dTSTVPQT09


 

SAQA 2024 CONFERENCE 

IS VIRTUAL! 

 

Use this link for a sneak preview of Plurality &  

Heritage, the SAQA 2024 Virtual Conference,  

which will showcase Europe and the Middle East: 

 

 

 

SAQA 2024 Virtual Conference Teaser: Beverly Ayling-Smith, Raija Jokinen, DAMSS, and Desedamas  

The conference, will be online from April 12-20, 2024. This unique event will focus on fiber art and 

artists creating in Europe and the Middle East.  It will feature speakers from the following countries: 

UK, Hungary, Italy, Austria, Finland, Scotland, France, Switzerland, Latvia, Germany, Spain, the 

Netherlands, Denmark, Israel, Poland, and Serbia.  

 

 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

Please note – you do NOT have to be a SAQA member to attend the conference so if you have fiber 

art friends who may be interested in learning what is happening around the world in fiber art, please 

feel free to share this information with them. 
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The next showing of “Awakening” will  

be at VAC – Visual Arts Center  

210 Maud St, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

 

Exhibition Start Date… Monday, May 13 

Reception…………….  Thurs May 16   

                                        5:30 – 7pm 

Exhibition Close……… Friday, May 24 

Please plan to attend and plan to HELP! 

See Help Wanted notes at right. 

 

To volunteer: Contact  Bobbi Baugh exhib.saqa.fla@gmail.com  and  dgluszczak@att.net 

 

Next “Awakening” Showing:  Art Center of Citrus County – in Inverness    

Monday June 3 - Friday July 26, 2024    2644 Annapolis Ave, Hernando, FL 34442 

2025 Scheduled Shows: 

January 10 – March 14 Elliott Museum, Stuart, FL 

April 1 – April 30  St Pete Opera Company, St. Pete, FL  (NEW venue announcement) 

                                           To coincide with 2025 Global Conference in St Pete 

May 10 – June 16  Osceola Arts, Kissimmee, FL  (NEW venue announcement) 

 

 Our NEXT Regional Exhibit…  TRIO. The TRIO of states (Florida – Georgia – South 

Carolina) will present a collaborative exhibit that incorporates the concept of threes or a trio in any 

creative way. Artwork submissions are due July 31, 2025.  The exhibit will travel throughout 2026 – 

2027. The prospectus is LIVE on the SAQA website now. Take a look… and start creating! 

https://www.saqa.com/events/trio-saqa-regional-call-entry 

Juror Announcement for TRIO: We are pleased to announce that Professor Stephen Knudsen, 

professor of painting at Savannah College of Art and Design, has agreed to be the juror for TRIO. 

Professor Knudsen was enthusiastically recommended by Karol Kusmaul, who studied with him as she 

pursued her Masters degree at SCAD. Professor Knudsen brings a strong background in art principles 

and history and design. Describing Professor Knudsen, Karol writes: “He was genuinely interested in 

  NEWS… from the EXHIBITION COMMITTEE  
        for questions:  Bobbi Baugh, Committee Chair    exhib.saqa.fla@gmail.com 

  

HELP WANTED!!! 

Install Show: Saturday, May 11 

Need 3 volunteers, approx. 2 hours 

Reception: Thursday  May 16 

Need 1-2 people to pour drinks and be hospitable 

at our table 

Takedown and Transport: Take down show 

Saturday, May 25. We are looking for a volunteer 

to drive the quilts from Punta Gorda to The 

Villages to deliver to Kat Campau by May 31. This 

will help SAQA-FL by avoiding shipping costs. 

mailto:exhib.saqa.fla@gmail.com
mailto:dgluszczak@att.net
https://www.saqa.com/events/trio-saqa-regional-call-entry


us as human beings.  I knew then that I would love working with this down to earth, yet brilliant 

instructor.  He was a wonderful guide for me throughout the painting program. “ 

 

 

 

 

Pod 2   from Christina Flores 

Pod 2 met March 23 at the Bartram Trail Library. Kestrel Michaud came and walked us through how 

an exhibition is curated. We used one of the SAQA trunk shows. Kestrel walked us through how to 

curate an exhibition, with the criteria of show theme, color, sizes, etc. We did the exercise with 

three different themes. There were many beautiful pieces that met the theme, but did not coordinate 

with the exhibitions. It was a great exercise and understanding that when you do not get in the show, 

it may not be the art but the show itself. 

 

Curating three sample shows from the Trunk Show pieces: Abstract, Light, and Wild. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kestrel leading discussion                        Adele’s Jacket                             Ann Reardon Painted Face 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News from our Pods 



 

Work by Candi Lennox                            Eve Vallorani Collage on canvas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pod 3 St Pete    from Ellen Nepustil and Pat Grice   

 

Please remember to vote for Alice's piece in the Dali Impressionist competition. Here is her request. 

My entry into the Dali Museum impressionism contest is a finalist, and public voting is open until April 

4th. I would love it if you all could vote for my piece "Autumn Grasses". I am excited, not only 

because it is my piece, but also because a mainstream museum chose a fiber art piece among the 

traditional paintings. If you follow the link below, it takes you to the voting page: 

https://thedali.org/the-dalis-impressionism-art-contest/ 

 
 

SAQA online conference starts April 12th and runs to the 20th. Open to everyone. Details are 

available at saqa.com 

 

Next pod meeting is the THIRD Tuesday in April. Tuesday April 16th at 10:30.  Usual church. 

 

Play date at Kathryn's house. Wednesday April 17th. 10 am to whenever. Bring whatever you want to 

work on. Think about sharing a technique with everyone. 

 

Going away party for Angie is Wednesday May 8th, 11am to 1 pm. Pot luck. King of Peace Church, 

Pinellas Park, Fl 33781.  Open invitation for SAQA members. RSVP 

 

SAQA 2025 conference will be in person in downtown St Petersburg. Hopefully third time is a charm 

since we were cancelled the first two times!!! 

 

Thank you Kathryn for sharing your Posca Pen demo and Gelli plate demo. Thanks for offering your 

house later this month where people can actually try what you showed us. 

 

Show and Tell was fabulous as always.  We wish Sue safe travels as she returns to Connecticut. 

https://thedali.org/the-dalis-impressionism-art-contest/
http://saqa.com/


Pod 3N   Show of Hands Art Quilts   from Diane Powers Harris    

The meeting was held March 12 at the home of Gail Casaday, started at 1:00pm. Attending were Gail 

Casaday, Diane Harris, SueRedhead, Doris Hulse, Kay Smith, Dariel Diestelkamp, and Kat Campau. 

The meeting opened with a fabulous presentation by Gail. She shared numerous luscious fabrics and 

exquisite trims purchased on her recent trip to Qatar. As part of her presentation, she described 

how different the shopping is in Quatar in contrast to our shopping experience in the U.S. Gail’s 

description of the souks “stores” provided exotic “flavor” to her shopping excursion. We were 

amazed with the quality and elegant hand of the fabrics as well as the attention to minute detail 

included in the trims. In addition to purchasing “raw” goods, Gail had several tops made in the Middle 

Eastern tunic style. The detail and quality of the construction of these garments was most impressive. 

Rainforest Collection: Sewing and Quilt Expo. Doris and Kat will hang the collection at RP Funding 

Center in Lakeland. The Collection debuts at Original Sewing and Quilt Expo in Lakeland, March 14 - 

16 under the title ”Rainforest - Lives Endangered” by Show of Hands | SAQA Florida Pod 3 North 

Then “Rainforest” will travel with the Expo to the following cities: 

Cleveland, OH | April 18-20   Fredericksburg, VA | Sept. 26-28 

New Orleans, LA | May 2-4   Nashville, TN | Oct. 3-5 

Dallas, TX | Aug. 1-3   Cincinnati, OH | Oct. 10-12    Novi, MI | Nov. 14-16 

“The Other Florida” We reviewed the size parameters for our work. The finished quilt must be 

40” tall with a minimum width of 24” 

We discussed the possibility of applying for this to be a SAQA sponsored exhibit. If accepted, SAQA 

provides insurance and pays for travel. It was decided not to apply at this time. 

Kat shared the inspiration picture for her concept. It will be most interesting to see how the picture 

will influence her final work. Dariel and Diane shared their works in progress. 

Kat brought up an exhibition opportunity at the South Florida Quilt Expo to be held in Pembroke 

Pines, FL, March 2025. After much discussion, it was decided, even though this would be a wonderful 

opportunity, regretfully it’s a bigger undertaking than we are able to take on. 

Group Name: It was decided we will call ourselves “Show of Hands Art Quilters” (SHAQ) 

NOTE: Kat researched to verify there are no organizations or businesses using this name. There are 

no conflicts. 

Our next meeting will be at Diane Harris’ home  

on April 9th Details will be sent 

 in the April meeting reminder email. 

(Right) Kat shows a new tote she created. 

 

Diane shows her work-in-progress for 

“The Other Florida” 



Gail’s presentation about shopping in Quatar. Thank you, Gail, for a wonderful look into the world of 

the Middle East through their fabrics and trims. Your explanation made the shopping experience at 

the souks come alive for us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Kat shares two quilts she is taking to a retreat. 

Above Left: Sue shows a quilt inspired by The Secret Garden 

by Frances Hodgson Burnett, 

Above Right: Dariel shares her WIP created by collaging 

various of photos showcasing birds and foliage 

 

 



 
 
Karol Kusmaul sent this work for the newsletter. 

Please visit www.clothincommon.com  to read 

about and see the progression of this quilt on 

the theme of Habit Change. 
 
 
 

 Pod 3S   from Pam Morris 

 

Jann, Beth, Lisa, Pam,Trish, Nancy, Maggie, Marcia, 

guests Lenore and Tanya met together at  

GulfGate Library. We had a lively discussion,  

talked about exhibiting, the Awakening show  

and how welcome it was at SW Quilters show, 

and, as usual, a fabulous show ‘n tell. 

 

Nancy showed her basket of glasses cases using  

Inktense and stitch ( she teaches this to groups) 

 

Lisa’s painting with paints, minimal stitch  

 

                                      Beth did some burn out and surface design and mounted a small piece.  

 

 

 

 

 

Trish showed her dragon panel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clothincommon.com/


 

Pod 5   from Kestrel Michaud    

Pod 5 met on March 9 at West Melbourne Library. Attending:  Kestrel Michaud, KC Grapes, Mary 

Nell Maule, Dij Pacarro, Kathryn Robinson, Deanne Hanson, Joan Engel, Anne Jones, Margaret 

Knepper, Ellen Lindner, Linda Geiger, Anita Krug, Anne Kobus, Emma Newsham, Rudy Pacarro   

Guest: Sue Redhead 

Ice-Breaker: Achievement Pre-Age 18…what had you accomplished by the time you turned 18? 

KUDOS: 

Kestrel Michaud won Second Place at the Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival for her work Bremen Town 

Musicians. She also one First Place a the Indiana Heritage Quilt Show for Leap of Faith. 

The Seaside Piecemakers had their annual show in February and several Pod 5 members were 

presented with awards: 

Mary Nell won a Third Place, and also an award for Best First Entry in a Challenge. 

Joan Engel won a First AND Second Place. 

Dij Picarro won an Honorable Mention. 

The 5th Avenue Art Gallery show 100% Pure Florida which runs this month, selected works by several 

Pod 5 members, including Anne Kobus, Ellen Lindner, and Kestrel Michaud  

Joan Engel had a piece accepted into SAQA’s Bearing Witness exhibition. 

Several Pod 5 members, who are also members of the local Dirty Dozen Fiber Artists, group have 

works in an exhibit at the Osceola Center for the Arts, which runs throughout March. 

Ellen Lindner taught a workshop at Empty Spools in California. 

Ellen Lindner and Gabrielle DiTota, in partnership with Sue Robinson, exhibited a 3-woman show at 

the Avon Park Arts Center. 

 

New pod leadership: Ann Jones: making and sending email agenda one week prior to meeting; 

choosing Ice-Breaker activity; adding old and new business to agenda; running in-person meeting 

Secretary: Sarina Rostek, with Joan Engel as backup if needed 

Mail List Management: KC Grapes (job includes adding new members and sending them a “welcome” 

email; removing exiting members) 

Ellen Lindner: Schedule programs and bookshares on a schedule; coordinating reminders and needs 

with upcoming presenters.  

Kathryn Robinson: take photos at meetings; send photos and Minutes to email list 

Mary Nell: proofread minutes before sending them to Katherine 

 

UPCOMING MEETING PLANS: 

May 11: Bookshare by Ellen Lindner on Monoprinting; Presentation of Dye Mastery techniques 

learned by Linda Geiger at Jane Dunnewold’s online workshop. 



July: Presentation by Kestrel Michaud on Making Better Watermarks; Bridget Morten sharing about 

her trip to India 

September: Presentation of color techniques by Ellen Lindner; bookshare by Joan Engel on Color 

July 31, 2025: Entries due for next SAQA FL exhibition entitled Trio in partnership with Georgia and 

South Carolina. Prospectus at https://www.saqa.com/events/trio-saqa-regional-call-entry 

 

PRESENTATIONS  

Joan Engel presented a PowerpPoint show of her multi-week trip to Israel where she volunteered on 

Israeli army bases for a month.  She volunteered thru Sar El, an organization that coordinates 

volunteers from all over the world to help the Israeli Defense Force, performing duties such as 

packing medical supplies or meals for soldiers.  

Kathryn Robinson gave a PowerPoint presentation and examples of the technique of image transfers 

using Solvy paperbacked stabilizer, referring also to the art of Wen Redmond, Liz Kettle and Judy 

Gula. 

 

Ann Kobus brought a collection of fabrics she had surface-designed using a variety of techniques 

including Setacolor paints with stencils and templates. She explained how to make your own stencils 

with Duralar plastic, and also showed examples of using the techniques on Lutrador. 

 

Anita Krug brought her collection of altered fabrics. She using a bleach-discharge method with over-

dyeing, and offered a wealth of information on the process and materials. 

 

 Anita Krug                                                           Anne Kobus                                              Kathryn Robinson supplies and transfers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joan Engel in Israel 

  

https://www.saqa.com/events/trio-saqa-regional-call-entry


Pod 7   from Cindy Ambler    

Pod 7 met in person on March 18.   

Member Maya Schonenberger spoke to 

us about her wet felting art.  While much 

of her work is now on display in Jupiter,  

the works she brought were amazing  

including her samples of the different 

textures she can accomplish.   

She demonstrated how she achieves  

much of this.   

 

We thank her for a wonderful presentation.   

Our next meeting via Zoom will be on April 15. 

 

Pod 8   from Perlie Petrillo    

Nina Nicolosi was going to give up on this quilt.. instead she sliced and diced and finished. “ Do you 

know the way home” is the title! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are creating a ‘book of healing’ for a member  

of our artist group.  Here are a couple of prayer flags. 

We love discharging!  

 

  



This is our group picture at 

Osceola Arts for the Dirty Dozen  

Display.   

(Ellen Lindner was in  

Monterey, Calif. teaching at  

Empty Spools. ) 

We had such a great time! 

 

 

 

 

Perlie’s quilts at Sacred Arts (in Vero beach with 6 other fiber artists from 

Vero Beach Art Club.)  Several of our quilts sold and we love the venue!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several Pod 8 members taught a class to fellow artists in Jupiter, 

Florida on how to make carpet bags.  We had a successful day!  

 

Quilts by Perlie and Nancy Knoll 

 for the Modern Quilt (out of Boca) 

 Modern Quilt Mystery Quilt Challenge.  
 

  
Valeria Johnson’s quilt will be on 

display at the County Administration 

complex for the St Lucie Cultural 

Alliance for their 3rd annual 2024 

Spring/Summer show.  Show opening 

is Thursday, March 28th at 6:00 PM. 

 



Perlie has two pieces in the 

St. Lucie Cultural Alliance Show.  

Show is called URBAN PARTS.   

 

They asked for a journey  

through layers of the city  

where every corner, every  

alleyway and every skyline tell  

a story waiting to be captured.   

City Scape is New York City  

before 9/11, and the second  

quilt is the Renaissance building  

located in downtown Fort Pierce.  

Show opening is Friday, April 

19, 2024 at 5:00PM.  

 

 


